Supported Initial Practice – Session 1 (EYFS)

Same or Different?
1. Stimulus/and Other Resources

Goldilocks story + animal pictures or toys (e.g. bear, rabbit, dog, duck, sheep, cat, tiger, donkey, owl)
2. Skills Focus

Recognising similarities & differences (comparing, contrasting/distinguishing)
3. Concepts to be explored

Same/like (common?)
Different (properties?)

4. Activity Preparation

Have the animal toys or pictures in a box or folder, ready to be passed round – at least one animal per child
5. Main Activity

	Activity Description: What the facilitator does
	Suggested Facilitator Questions/Prompts

	Remind children of the story of Goldilocks and of how she found 3 of everything, but in each case there were differences, and only one of the 3 was ‘just right’
Point out that there are many things that have the same name, but can be quite different in some way or another.

Explore 3 or 4 examples of ‘same name, but different properties’
Find 2 different things (i.e. that have different names) but have (at least) one thing (property) the same (‘in common’)

	Remember how Goldilocks went into the bears’ home, and found 3 bowls of porridge? She didn’t like two of them, but one was ‘just right’. Can you remember what she didn’t like about the other two, and how they were different?

And can you remember about the chairs – how one was just right, but the other two were not. What was different about them?

And then there were the beds. What was different about them?

So, porridge, chairs and beds can be called by the same name, but may still be different in some way. Is that true of other things as well? Can anyone point to two things that are called the same, but are slightly different from each other? (How are they different? – say or show)
In pairs, see if you can find two other things that are ‘the same, but different’ (or, ‘have the same name, but are slightly different’?) Be ready to say/show to everyone how they are different. 

Now can anyone point to two things that have different names, but are the same in some way? (How are they the same?)




	Explore 2 or 3 examples of ‘different name, but same property)

Distribute the animal toys/pictures, one per child.

Ask the children to point out something that their animal has in common with someone else’s animal.


	In pairs, see if you can find two other things that have different names, but are the same in some way. Be ready to say/show to everyone how they are the same.

You’re all going to have one animal toy/picture. When you get it, please show it so that everyone can see.

Look around and put up your hand if you can see another animal that is the same as yours in some way. Be ready to say: ‘My animal is like X’s animal because they both have/are …’ (For example, ‘My dog is like Jenny’s cat because they both have paws.’ Or ‘My bunny is like Jimmy’s bear, because they are both cuddly’.)


6. Last Words
We looked at a lot of things today and noticed that they may have the same names, but be different in some way. We also noticed that they might have different names, but be the same in some way. Let’s talk in pairs now, and see if you can find one thing that is different about you, and one thing that you have the same or ‘in common’ with each other. (If there is time, some of these things can be shared with the whole group.)  

7. Follow-up Extension Activities

(i) Building on the animal toys/pictures activity, make a list of the different things (‘properties’) that the animals had in common, but also a list of things (‘properties’) that some animals had but others didn’t have (for example, feathers, stripes, etc.)

(ii) Building on the animal toys/pictures activity, explore the use of ‘like/alike/similar’ in regard to the animals, especially asking which animals are more ‘alike/similar’ than others, and the criteria for deciding this, i.e. why? (Answers could be to do with size, shape, colour, dangerousness, etc.)

(iii) Explore why the porridge, chair and bed were ‘just right’ for Goldilocks. Then see if the children can come up with other examples of things being ‘just right’, and, perhaps, say in which way those things may be ‘not right’. For example, the TV may be (too loud, or too quiet, or) ‘just right’. Or a car may be (too fast, or too slow, or) ‘just right’. 

