
The workers in the Vineyard

NARRATOR 1: 
A landowner went to the local marketplace early one morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 

NARRATOR 2: 
He agreed with the laborers to pay ...

LANDOWNER: 
Two denari a day.
NARRATOR 1: 
And they went off to pick the grapes.
NARRATOR 2:
One of the men was taken very ill and was carried home.
NARRATOR 1: 
Evening came and the work stopped. The landowner said:

LANDOWNER: 
Come and get your pay.
NARRATOR 1: 
The men came forward and were paid two denari. 

NARRATOR 2: 
But the men who had carried the sick worker home only received one.
NARRATOR 1: 
The men complained saying:
LABOURER: 
Shall we be punished for doing a good deed?
LABOURERS: 
It's not fair!
NARRATOR:
Another asked: 

LABOURER:
What about the man who has fallen ill. Should he not get more now that he cannot work and his family are poor?

NARRATOR 2: 
But the landowner said:

LANDOWNER: 
Friends, I am doing you no wrong. Everyone got what they deserved. If they worked less than a day, they should get less than a day’s pay. Take what I have given you and be on your way. I will do what I want with what I own. Why should you criticise me when I am only being fair?
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