The workers in the Vineyard

NARRATOR 1: 
A landowner went to the local marketplace early one morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 

NARRATOR 2: 
He agreed with the laborers to pay ...

LANDOWNER: 
One denarius a day.
NARRATOR 1: 
And they went off to pick the grapes. 

NARRATOR 2:  
Three hours later, the landowner returned to the marketplace and found other labourers who needed work. He said ... 

LANDOWNER: 
If you work in my vineyard, I will give you what is right.

NARRATOR 1: 
They agreed and went to the vineyard to work.

NARRATOR 2: 
Three times more, during the day, the landowner hired labourers in the marketplace, saying ...

LANDOWNER: 
I will give you what is right.

NARRATOR 1: 
The last labourers were hired an hour before the end of the day.

NARRATOR 2: 
Evening came and the work stopped. The landowner said:

LANDOWNER: 
Come and get your pay, from the last to the first.

NARRATOR 1: 
Those who were hired near the end of the day were paid one denarius. 

NARRATOR 2: 
When the others stepped forward, they thought they would receive more.

LANDOWNER: 
But they didn't.
NARRATOR 1: 
When the ones who were hired first came they said:

LABOURER: 
We've worked hard all day in the scorching heat but we get no more than those who have only worked for a single hour.

LABOURERS: 
It's not fair!
NARRATOR 2: 
But the landowner said:

LANDOWNER: 
Friends, I am doing you no wrong. Didn't you agree with me to work for one denarius? Take what is yours, and go your way. I will do what I want with what I own. Why should you criticise me when I am only doing good?
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