	Philosophy for Children

Recommended books for 3-6 years old   Compiled by Sue Lyle


	Name of Book
	Author
	Concepts
	Ideas for questions
	Summary of book
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	Where the wild things are
Maurice Sendak
	Dreaming
Power

Punishment

Control

Love

Imagination

Daydreaming

Family

Loneliness
	Was Max dreaming?
How do we know if we are dreaming?

What’s the difference between thinking and dreaming?

Why did Max become king of the wild things?

What’s it like to be a king?

Why was Max lonely when he was King of the Wild Things?

Why did Max want to go home? 

Why did they want to ‘eat you up, we love you so?’ 
	Max is wearing his wolf suit and making mischief. His mother calls him ‘wild thing’ and he replies, ‘I’ll eat you up.’ She sends him to bed without his supper. In his room a forest starts to grow and the walls become ‘the world all around’. An ocean appears and Max steps into a boat and sails off to where the Wild Things are. Max tames them and they make him their king. 
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	How to speak moo!

Deborah Fajerman


	Language

Animals

Humans
	Can animals talk?

Can people talk different languages?

What if we couldn’t speak?

What if we speak different languages?

Can you speak more than one language?

Why can’t we understand cows?
	Original, quirky and witty, the hilarious story of ‘Moo’ - the amazing versatile language of cows - cannot fail to raise a smile. There are high moos and low moos, moos that are jiggly and moos that are wriggly, moos that sound funny through a funnel and even odder in a tunnel. Deborah Fajerman is a gifted young author and artist whose lively text and spirited illustrations mark her out as a picture book creator of ingenuity and wit.
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	Scruffy Bear and the six white mice

Chris Wormell
	Fear

Pretending

Lying
	What is a lie?

Is it OK for Scruffy Bear to lie to save the life of the mice?

Is it OK to lie for your friend?

Is it OK to lie if you are scared?

Is it OK to pretend if you are in danger?

Is pretending the same as lying?
	One day a small scruffy bear meets six terrified white mice; they’re scared of the dark forest and all the predatory creatures that live there, including an owl, a fox and a slithery snake . . . But never fear, Scruffy Bear has ingenious ideas about how to keep them safe!
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	Prowlpuss

Gina Wilson
	Ugliness
Difference 
	What is ugly?
What is handsome?

Can you be a handsome cat if you only have one ear?

Will the white cat love Prowlpuss?

Why would she love him?

Why would she not love him?

Why does the lady love Prowlpuss? 
	A picture book about a tough but lovelorn alley cat; he’s not a lap cat, nor a cuddle-up-for-a-chat cat. The rhythmically written text tells of a one-eyed, one-eared cat and the object of his affections.
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	Frog in Love
Max Velthuijs


	Love
Difference
	How does it feel to be in love?
Can you be in love and not know it?

What do you love?

Is loving chocolate/sweets the same as loving your pet?

Is loving your pet the same as loving your friend?

Is loving your friend the same as loving your Mum or Dad? 
	Frog is feeling most unwell. He keeps getting hot, then cold, and something inside his chest is going ‘thump, thump’. Hare says it means he’s in love! But who with? And how can he show his devotion - perhaps by performing the biggest jump ever?
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	Scaredy Squirrel

Melanie Watt
	Thinking
Imagination

What’s real
Pretending
	What does it mean to be scared?
Are we all scared of the same things?

If I am not scared, am I brave?
If you are not scared and I am scared, does that mean you are braver than me?
	It’s tough being a squirrel. There are dangers all around - germs, green Martians, sharks. But Scaredy Squirrel is well prepared - or thinks he is. He’s packed an emergency kit with anti-bacterial soap, sticking plaster and a parachute.
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	Oh, the thinks you can think!
Dr Seuss
	Thinking
Imagination
	Are you always thinking?
Can you stop thinking?

Where do you do your thinking?

Where is your imagination?


	From dreamy thoughts about colour to fantastic notions on left and right, this surreal book encourages young children to let their imaginations run riot and think up all kinds of weird and wonderful things.
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	Where are you, Blue Kangaroo?

Emma Chichester Clark
	Safety
Being lost

Finding

Care

Loneliness
Fear
	What does it mean to be safe?
What does it mean to be lost?

If you have lost something is it lost forever?
If you find something someone has lost is it OK to keep it?
	Lily loves Blue Kangaroo, but sometimes he disappears and Lily says, “Where are you, Blue Kangaroo?” And Blue Kangaroo waits for Lily to find him… When Lily goes to the park, she has a great time, but forgets to hold on tight to Blue Kangaroo and nearly loses him. And when Lily goes shopping with Aunt Jemima, she leaves poor Blue Kangaroo on the bus! Luckily, he is returned to her but by now Blue Kangaroo is feeling very anxious. Then one day, Lily goes to the zoo with Uncle George and again Blue Kangaroo is nearly lost. But the trip gives him an idea that means he will never be lost again. But where is Blue Kangaroo the very next morning?
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	Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters

John Steptoe
	Selfishness
Kindness
Beauty
Goodness 
	What did you like about the kind sister?
What didn’t you like about the unkind sister?

Are beautiful people kind?

Can someone be beautiful and unkind?
	The tale of Mufaro's two daughters, two beautiful girls who react in different ways to the king's search for a wife - one is aggressive and selfish, the other kind and dignified. The king takes on disguises to learn the true nature of both girls and, of course, chooses Nyasha, the kind and good daughter. 
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	The Princess and the Happiness

Ulf Stark & Silke Leffler

(Available from IKEA with soft toys representing all the characters in the book).
	Happiness
Fear
Bravery
Wickedness
Friendship
	What is happiness?
Can you lose happiness? 

Can you look happy and feel sad?

Can you look sad and feel happy?

Can someone steal your happiness?

What if you could hear what people are thinking?

What if you could hear what animals are thinking?

Can your family make you happy?
	In the Fairy-Tale Forest, anything can happen. And it does! Who has stolen the king’s happiness? The princess ventures into the forest to look for it. She meets a friend who can hear what people and animals are thinking. She meets a wolf and a dragon. Far away on a deserted island lives the witch, who can turn everyone into stone. Has she stolen the king’s happiness?
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	Would You Rather?
John Burningham
	Choice
Assumptions

Implications
	Would you rather …..?
What’s good about your choice?

What’s bad about what you didn’t choose?

What would happen if you chose this?

How would you feel if you chose this?

Would everyone choose this?

Why?
	Would you rather drink snail squash or eat mashed worms? Help a witch make stew? Tickle a monkey? Or maybe - if you could really be anyone or do anything in the world - would you rather just be . . . you?
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	The Hunter

Paul Geraghty
	Hunting
Death

Being lost 

Being found
Babies 

Fear
	What is hunting?

Why did Jamina play at being a hunter?
Is Jamina brave?

How does it feel to be lost?

Why does Jamina decide never to be a hunter? 

Should we hunt wild animals?
	One day while playing hunters in the hot dry African bush, Jamina finds a baby elephant whimpering besides its dead mother. As Jamina bravely helps the little orphaned elephant, she vows that she will never be a real hunter ...
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John Brown went out to the kitchen and opened the door,
and the midnight cat came in.





	John Brown, Rose and the Midnight Cat

Jenny Wagner
	Jealousy
Sadness 

Friendship


	Why did Rose want the midnight cat?

Why didn’t the dog want the midnight cat to come into the house?

What is jealousy?
Why was the dog jealous of the midnight cat?

Why did John let the midnight cat come into the house?

Why was Rose sad? 

Were John and Rose friends?

Can a dog and a cat be friends? 
	The story of an old lady, her dog and the mysterious cat who comes into their lives

	[image: image14.jpg].
BISCUIP
BEAR





	Biscuit Bear

Mini Grey
	Fear
Safety

Love

Adventure

Boredom

Disability

Happiness

Authority


	Can you ‘make’ friends?

What ‘ingredients’ would you use?

Would you rather have a short and adventurous life or a long and boring life?
Have any of the biscuits survived the dog attack? (look at picture)
Did Horace’s mum think he’d eaten B. Bear?

Will Biscuit Bear be safe in the shop?

Horace’s mum should have let him eat the biscuit. AGREE/DISAGREE
	When Horace bakes a biscuit in the shape of a bear, little does he know that his edible treat is going to turn into Biscuit Bear! For in the middle of the night, when all is quiet, that is exactly what happens, and Biscuit Bear decides that it is time he made some friends of his own. So, with flour, sugar and butter he does just that. In fact, he makes a whole circus of friends and the fun begins ...
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	Mr. Gumpy’s Outing
John Burningham
	Kindness

Rules

Fighting

Consequences

Risk

Safety 

Responsibility

Blame
	What is kindness?

Is Mr Gumpy kind?

What went wrong on the boat?
What should Mr Gumpy have done?

Can you be too kind?

Why did the animals break the rules?

Why do we have rules?
	One fine morning, Mr. Gumpy decides it’s a perfect day for an outing in his little boat. Apparently, plenty of others think so too. First some children ask to join him, then a rabbit, a cat, a dog, a pig, a sheep ... Soon, Mr. Gumpy’s boat is precariously full and the animals break all the rules he has set. There’s nowhere for anyone else to go but overboard but this mild mariner takes everything in his stride.
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	The Most Wonderful Egg in the World

Helme Heine
	Perfection

Beauty
Achievement

Talent 

Wonder
Princess

Quarreling

Authority
	It is good to look different. Agree/disagree

What is good about it?

What is bad about it?

Everyone looks the same: good idea or bad idea? 

Can you have a perfect egg?
Is a big egg better than a perfect egg?

Was the square egg better than the big egg?

What if a chicken could lay a square egg?

Which egg is the most wonderful?
	Dotty had the most beautiful feathers. Stalky had the most beautiful legs. And Plumy had the most beautiful crest. But which of them was the most beautiful? The three hens went to the king. “Whichever one of you lays the most wonderful egg I will make a princess,” he proclaimed. And so the contest began...

Helme Heine's rollicking tale is sure to enchant children and adults alike.


