
A poem of ...
Try to write a of your own verse with a 
similar pattern. Start with any of the 
following phrases:
l What a delight it is ...
l What a pain it is ...
l What a wonder it is ...
l How infuriating it is ...
l How curious it is ...
l What courage it is ...
l How right it is ...
l How unfair it is ...
l How wrong it is ...

 
Your own ideas
Can you think of any other 
phrases you could start with? 
Try out some of your own 
ideas.

 

A poem of delights
What a delight it is
When, of an afternoon, 
A friend calls by
And we tell stories
To make each other chuckle.

What a delight it is
When, in the morning,
I complete a job
I thought would take
All day.

What a delight it is
When a sentence
I've been toiling over
Finally comes out
Right.

By Steve Williams
(Inspired by Poem of Solitary Delights, 
Tachiba Akemi, 1812–68)

A very short story

The porcupine and the snakes

A Porcupine was looking for a good 
home. At last he found a little 
sheltered cave, where a family of 
snakes lived. He asked them to let 
him share the cave with them. The 
snakes kindly consented.

The snakes soon wished they had 
not given him permission to stay. His 
sharp quills pricked them at every 
turn, and at last they politely asked 
him to leave.

‘I am very well satisfied, thank you,’ 
said the Porcupine. ‘I intend to stay 
right here.’

 

Ideas for writing
l Write an ending to the story. Make it a 

short ending and just tell the story of 
what happens.

lWrite a longer ending to the story 
including what the porcupine and the 
snakes say to each other.

lWrite your opinion about what you think 
should happen. Give reasons.

lWrite a dialogue between two people. 
They are talking about the story, the 
behaviour of the snakes and the 
porcupine, and what they think should 
happen. They might disagree about 
some things, but they should try to stay 
friendly.  Write it as a script.

Thinking about the story
What should the snakes or the 
porcupine do? Why? 

What other questions do you have 
about the story? Does it remind you of 
any other situations in life ?

Talk about your questions and ideas 
with some other people. What do you 
agree and disagree about? What 
reasons do you have for your 
opinions? Have you thought of all 
possible alternatives for what could 
happen? Have you thought what the 
consequences of the each of the 
alternatives might be. 

 
 
 

 

for writing Ideas
Read a verse out loud
Read your verse out loud to one or two 
other people. If you have just listened to 
another person read their verse, say: 
‘thanks for letting me hear that.’

If you have just read your poem to someone 
else, say: ‘What do you think? Do you 
agree? Ask what things they think are a 
delight, a pain, curious or whatever you 
have written about.
 
 
 

Try writing a dialogue
Get together with another person and try 
writing a dialogue. Imagine two people 
talking together about something they 
think is important. They might have 
different opinions but they stay friendly. 
They are trying to find the best answers 
they can. Set your dialogue out like a script. 

After you have written the dialogue, read it 
aloud together, improve it if you can and 
then ask others if they would like to read it 
too. Ask them what questions they have and 
talk about some of the questions together. 

Make a book of questions
Choose a topic you think is important in 
some way. Get together with other people 
and write questions about the topic. Make 
the questions into a book like this one. 
Discuss your questions and give the book 
to other people to discuss. What did you 
learn about the topic and the questions? 
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