Greg and his family had just moved to a new city. He didn’t know anybody at his new school. The boy who’d been asked to look after him on his first day went off to play football, and Greg wasn’t into football. So at lunchtime, he just wandered around by himself.
When he got home, his dad asked if he’d met any new friends.

“Not really,” said Greg.

“Just find out who the popular kids are and make friends with them,” said his sister.

“You won’t, looking that miserable,” said his father. “At least pretend to be happy, so people will want to spend time with you.”

“Nonsense,” said his mother. “If you’re unhappy, the teachers will see that you’re lonely and get people to be friends with you.”
“But then they won’t be real friends, will they?” said his brother. “It’s better having no friends than pretend friends.”
They were all trying to be helpful, but Greg wasn’t sure if anyone was helping.
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