Change Places If …

Preparation:

· Participants should be seated as close to a circle as possible, with no obstacles (such as books or bags) within the circle.

· The facilitator would normally start by standing in the middle of the circle and being the first to say, ‘Change places if …’

· If the activity is repeated, especially on another day, then participants will know the procedure and anyone could start it off.

Explanation and procedure:

The aim is obviously to have participants physically change places (which can be useful if there is a need to vary the pairings/groupings) but also to encourage self and group awareness.

There is a safe - some might say, staid - version of the activity in which the facilitator remains in the middle, modelling a range of instructions beginning, ‘Change places if …’ (For a sample range, see the table later.) In this case, children change places, but there will always be a place for everyone to sit down again.
In the more exciting version, the facilitator (or whoever starts in the middle) moves quickly into a vacant place as soon as participants respond to their instruction. Then, provided that there were no vacant places to start with, one participant will always be left standing (in the middle). That person would then come up with a new instruction of their own, and, in turn, slip into a place as soon as one becomes vacant.

Advice:

Perhaps it would be wise to be ‘safe’ in the first instance, remaining in the centre and in control of the examples chosen. 

But by all means, on future occasions, announce that you are wanting to take part, too, and invite someone else to start things off.
N.B. Because participants sometimes find it hard to come up with a new instruction on the spur of the moment, it can be worth giving them all some thinking time in advance to prepare what they might say if they are left ‘stranded’ in the middle. You could make sure that everyone has at least one ‘if’ statement before you start.
Progression:

This activity can be repeated several times, on each occasion introducing new challenge and vocabulary. 

1. For example, on the first occasion, you might concentrate on children’s SENSORY EXPERIENCES – explained as ‘things’ they may have seen, or heard, or touched, or tasted. (Typically, this may be expressed in the form, ‘Change places if you have seen/heard/touched/tasted …’) The ‘diet’ should be varied, to include things that might rarely be experienced at first hand - as opposed to ‘on the TV’. Such experiences might be captured with the phrase, ‘if you have seen a real …’.
2. The idea of EXPERIENCES can be developed into something more general – say, ‘things’ that have happened to you, such as being lost or being caught in a thunderstorm. (The typical form for this might be, ‘Change places if you have been…’) This could include the experience of travelling, as in ‘I have been to …’ - but you’d want to avoid creating a list of all the places that people have been to!
3. Next you might help the children investigate the idea of PROPERTIES – explained as things that belong to them. (Typically, this is expressed in the form, ‘Change places if you have a/some …’) The first things that would come to mind would probably be objects (or perhaps pets) that they own including, of course, their clothes. 
3a. But you might encourage them to go beyond physical objects to human RELATIONS, e.g. family members (‘a brother …’), community members (‘someone who …’), etc. – who are not exactly ‘owned’. 
3b. You might even note that the same concept of ‘belonging’ applies to physical CHARACTERISTICS, e.g. ‘if you have brown eyes’ - though this might be a ‘sensitive’ area to enter.  
4. A whole new area of exploration might be physical ACHIEVEMENT  - explained as something they have actually done. (This might also, typically, be expressed in the form ‘Change places if you have …’ – but it could be worth drawing attention to the difference between what comes next in this case, i.e. a verb, and what comes next when the person is thinking of descriptions or properties.)

5. On another occasion, it might be some physical ABILITY – explained as something that they are ABLE to do. (Typically, this is expressed in the form, ‘Change places if you can …’)

6. A next option might be to focus on general KNOWLEDGE – explained as something that is known to be true by lots of different people. (Typically, this is expressed in the form, ‘Change places if you know …’) N.B. This could obviously be a fun way of checking/improving general knowledge. Perhaps a whole list of questions could be prepared in advance.

7. A next option might be to focus on personal PREFERENCE – explained as something that is liked more than other things. (Typically, this is expressed in the form, ‘Change places if you prefer X to Y’, or, in the common game, ‘if you would rather ...’)
7a. A simpler version of this, perhaps for younger children, might be focussing just on LIKES or DISLIKES, without looking for any sort of preference to be expressed. 
7b. A slightly more sophisticated version might be to use the language of TASTES, e.g. ‘Change places if you have a taste for …’ Obviously, in this case, one might be encouraging participants to think beyond what is tasty to the tongue!

8. A further option, leading on quite well from preferences, might be to focus on OPINIONS. It is not always straightforward to distinguish between preferences/tastes and opinions – but perhaps the latter could be explained as ‘POINTS OF VIEW’. (Typically, this is expressed in the form, ‘Change places if you think that …’ – which actually points a way of distinguishing between tastes and opinions.)

	Sample sentences for ‘Change Places If …’

	A. AN EXPERIENCE – something you have SEEN, HEARD, TASTED, SMELT  or FELT

	1. Change places if you have seen … a (real) lion

	2. Change places if you have heard … a waterfall

	3. Change places if you have tasted … a hot chilli

	4. Change places if you have smelt … a brewery 

	5. Change places if you have felt … a snake

	

	B. AN EXPERIENCE – something that has HAPPENED to you

	6. Change places if you have been … pushed underwater

	7. Change places if you have been … lost in a crowd

	8. Change places if you have been … sick on a plane or a ship

	9. Change places if you have been … seated on a horse

	10. Change places if you have been … to a wedding

	

	C. A PROPERTY – something that BELONGS to you.

	11. Change places if you have … a pair of flip-flops

	12. Change places if you have … a bicycle

	13. Change places if you have … a photograph of when you were a baby

	14. Change places if you have … an older brother

	15. Change places if you have … some freckles

	

	D. AN ACHIEVEMENT -  something you have DONE

	16. Change places if you have … climbed to the top of a tree

	17. Change places if you have … sung a song on stage

	18. Change places if you have … bought something in a foreign country

	19. Change places if you have … carried a baby

	20. Change places if you have … been into an underground cave

	

	E. AN ABILITY – something that you are ABLE to do.

	21. Change places if you can … swim

	22. Change places if you can … play an instrument

	23. Change places if you can … read upside down

	24. Change places if you can … balance a plate on your head

	25. Change places if you can … eat a doughnut without licking your lips

	


Ctd on next page
	Sample sentences for ‘Change Places If …’

	F. KNOWLEDGE – something you know

	26. Change places if you know … that 2 + 2 makes 4

	27. Change places if you know … that London is the capital of UK

	28. Change places if you know … who is the Prime Minister of UK

	29. Change places if you know … what time it is

	30. Change places if you know … what will happen next

	

	G. A PERSONAL LIKING – things or activities you like

	31. Change places if you like … large dogs

	32. Change places if you like … liquorice

	33. Change places if you like … watching ice skating on television

	34. Change places if you like … doing puzzles

	35. Change places if you like … visiting museums

	

	H. A PERSONAL PREFERENCE – liking one thing more than another

	36. Change places if you prefer … orange to apple juice

	37. Change places if you prefer … lions to tigers

	38. Change places if you prefer … running to walking

	39. Change places if you prefer … mornings to afternoons

	40. Change places if you prefer … pictures to photos

	

	I. A PERSONAL TASTE – something you have come to like over time

	41. Change places if you have (developed) a taste for … spicy food

	42. Change places if you have (developed) a taste for … coffee

	43. Change places if you have (developed) a taste for … sci fi books

	44. Change places if you have (developed) a taste for … classical music

	45. Change places if you have (developed) a taste for … car design

	

	J. A PERSONAL OPINION – something you believe is true or important

	46. Change places if you think that … Britain is a good country to live in

	47. Change places if you think that … school should start and end earlier

	48. Change places if you think that … life gets better as you grow older

	49. Change places if you think that … top footballers get paid too much

	50. Change places if you think that … snakes should not be kept as pets

	


